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there were secret esoteric classes which, so far from entering
and learning experimentally to appreciate, Mr. Joe had not
suspected to exist Knaves never passed into those rooms.
A second reason which, diminished the risk was that,
undoubtedly, under the mask of scholastic disputation, the
student was exercised in hearing all the arguments that wBre
most searchingly profound in behalf of Christ's Messiahship.
No clanger would attend this : it was necessary, were it only
for polemic discipline and gymnastics; so that it always
admitted of a double explanation, reconcilable alike with the
true end that was dissembled, and with the false end that
was simulated. But, though, used only as a passage of
practice and skill, such a scene furnished means at once to
the Christian teachers in disguise for observing the degrees
in which different minds melted or froze before the evidence
for Christ as the true Messiah. There again arose fresh aids
to a safe selection. And, finally, whilst the institution of
the Essenes was thus accomplishing its primary mission of
training up a succession to a Churcli which durst not show
its face to the world or avow its own existence, and thus was
providing concurrently for the futttre growth of that Church,
it was also in a secondary way providing for the secret
meeting of the Church, and for its present consolation.